ecclesiastical authorities approached the problem of instituting a colonial episcopate with a new sense of urgency after Samuel Seabury was consecrated as the first American Protestant Episcopal Bishop, with a iurisdiction which was to include Nova Scotia. In August, 1787, the Right Reverend Charles Inglis was consecrated as the first Anglican Bishop of Nova Scotia, with iurisdiction over all the provinces of British North America.
Nevertheless the home authorities still made lit fie effort to enforce the actual establishment of the Church of England in the colonies. In a letter to the Secretary of State, Lord Sydney, in the spring of 1786, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel took note of the various instructions 'to set aside lands for the support of the clergy which had been given to the colonial governors, but asked, with some anxiety, for specific information as to how these instructions were being carried out. These anonymous proposals may have influenced Jenkinson's advice to the Cabinet and were thus, perhaps, reflected in the provisions of the Constitutional Act creating the clergy reserves, but they had no greater immediate effect than similar previous appeals. The first drafts of the Constitutional Bill and the early debates on them in Parliament made no mention of the Church of England? It was only on February 25, 1791, that a belated Royal Message to Parliament introduced the subject of clergy reserves into the discussions. Even after provision for the reserves was embodied in the final Act, it was found necessary to continue the tithe system for some time until adequate support for the clergy could be secured from the government and the land grants. 7 The pressure of conservative Anglican opinion had finally secured an Anglican establishment in the colonies, on paper at least; but the reluctance to institute it evinced by the British government represented a tacit acknowledgement that such an establishment was already obsolete and would be unlikely to ease perceptibly the burden of imperial administration. 
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